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UdeM School of Optometry turns 100

2100 health professionals graduated in past century 

Montreal, January 19, 2010 – The Université de Montréal School of Optometry, one of two such programs across the county, is celebrating its 100th anniversary. Founded in 1910, the school is North America’s first optometric institution to have earned university status, Canada’s only French-language optometry school and the only institution in the French-speaking world to offer a PhD program. 

Since its creation, close to 2100 vision professionals have graduated from the Université de Montréal School of Optometry. “We are proud of our first century, since our achievements are the foundation of our future success,” says Jacques Gresset, director of the School of Optometry. “Every generation of professors, students and graduates has faced its share of challenges and adapted to new developments with aplomb. I am confident the School of Optometry will surpass itself over the next 100 years, since our community is fueled by a passion to improve vision health.”

The School of Optometry oversees the professional training of optometrists. Its undergraduate program can lead to a Doctor of Optometry (O.D), which is accredited by the Accreditation Council on Optometric Education (A.C.O.E.). Throughout the past century, this degree has expanded from a two-year program to a five-year program. “There is no doubt that this expansion reflects the evolution of our practice,” says Dr. Gresset.

The School of Optometry also offers an intervention in visual deficiency diploma (orientation and mobility) and a master’s program in vision sciences (M.Sc.) for candidates interested in becoming researchers or clinicians.

The School of Optometry receives close to $2 million per year in grants and its researchers specialize in the neurological, psychophysical, optical and clinical sciences.

Vision health clinic
Today, the Clinique Universitaire de la Vision is an integral part of the School of Optometry. The centre, which is open to the public and provided some 15,000 consultations in 2009, offers a variety of services: ocular or visual care as well as specialized examinations using cutting edge equipment. The clinic benefits from the expertise of UdeM professors and researchers. It also serves as clinical training ground for students and as a reference for the optometric community and nonprofit organizations that helps people with vision loss, such as the Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille.

According to Dr. Gresset, the school has evolved greatly in the last 100 years. “The School of Optometry has contributed to legislative changes in optometry practices and remains, for the profession, the principal academic resource and a reference in vision healthcare.”

On the Web: 

· UdeM School of Optometry: www.opto.umontreal.ca
· 100 years of optometry: www.opto.umontreal.ca/100ans 
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