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An invitation to Montréal

Dear friends and colleagues,

It is with great pleasure that I beckon you all to attend what promises to be the most exciting International Conference on Low Vision yet, Vision 2008 in the most beautiful, quaint, cosmopolitan, European, romantic city in all of North America— Montréal, in Québec, Canada.

Host institutions the École d’optométrie de l’Université de Montréal and the Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille have planned a unique gala opportunity for us to get together for our triennial meeting. The theme is Research and Rehabilitation (R & R) Partnerships, and the conference will feature many planned symposia highlighting the linkages between research evidence and rehabilitation practice.

Spend a little extra time in Québec for some of the other kind of R & R (rest and relaxation). Montréal is charming, reasonably priced, and affords abounding tourism opportunities, including the Montréal Comedy Festival, the Montréal Jazz Festival, nearby Québec City, and serene pastoral destinations along the St. Lawrence River.

Registration is open now, and be sure to take advantage of the generous ISLRR discount to renew your ISLRR membership at the same time!

See you in Montréal in July!

Aries Arditi

President

International Society for Low Vision Research and Rehabilitation (ISLRR)

A warm invitation to all,

As Co-presidents of the Organizing Committee, we are extremely pleased to invite you to the 9th International Conference on Low Vision – VISION 2008 which will take place in Montréal, one of Canada’s most exciting cities. From July 7-11, 2008, acclaimed speakers will be present to share the very latest on issues we all face on a daily basis.

More than 2,000 participants are expected to attend these five event-filled days centered around Research-Rehabilitation Partnerships. The theme we have chosen for the Conference conveys a multidisciplinary approach to low vision rehabilitation. Professionals from various disciplines including optometry and ophthalmology, nursing, social work, low vision rehabilitation, occupational therapy and physiotherapy as well as orientation and mobility specialists, will focus on the visually impaired person’s experience before, during and after rehabilitation service delivery.

It’s a great program we are lining up for you thanks to the collaboration of more than 30 specialists from around the world who have accepted to work with us within our scientific committee. Our warmest thanks to all of you!
The VISION 2008 Organizing Committee is already hard at work to make this Conference both informative and entertaining. In doing so, we are putting together a fun social program which will highlight Montréal’s great attractions and get you in the swing of things!

Montréal is a great city to discover in the summer. Why not plan a holiday prior to the Conference and enjoy the marvelous Montréal Jazz Fest. You’ll see how a city can move and groove to the beat of the music… Come to Montréal and jazz up your summer of 2008! You’ll thank us for the memories.

The Co-presidents of the VISION 2008 Organizing Committee

Line Ampleman 


Jacques Gresset, OD, PhD, FAAO
Executive Director


Director, École d’optométrie


Institut Nazareth


Université de Montréal
et Louis-Braille




Important dates
Mark your calendar

January 15, 2008
Deadline for abstract submission 

• February 29, 2008
Deadline for early registration 

• June 1, 2008
Deadline for group registration 

• June 13, 2008
Deadline for online hotel registration 

• June 27, 2008
Deadline for online registration

• July 7-11, 2008
Conference held at the Palais des congrès de

                                         Montréal
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Schedule at a glance

	Monday, July 7, 2008

	10:00
	Opening Ceremony and Keynote address by Mike May  

	12:00
	Lunch

	13:30
	Concurrent session including R& R sessions 1&2

	14:45
	Break  / Exhibition visit /

	15:45
	Concurrent session including R& R sessions 3&4

	17:00
	-

	18:00
	Welcome Reception


	Tuesday, July 8, 2008

	08:00
	Keynote address by Dr. Serge Resnikoff

	09:00
	Poster sessions
	AMD ALLIANCE

INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM


	10:15
	Break
	

	10:45
	Poster sessions
	

	12:00
	Lunch

	13:30
	Concurrent sessions including R&R sessions 5&6

	14:45
	Break  / Exhibition visit /

	15:45
	Concurrent sessions including R&R sessions 7,8 &9

	17:00
	-

	17:30
	ISLRR General Assembly


	Wednesday, July 9, 2008

	08:00
	Keynote address by Dr Raymond LeBlanc

	09:00
	Concurrent sessions including R&R sessions 10&11

	10:15
	Break

	10:45
	Concurrent sessions including R&R sessions 12&13

	12:00
	Lunch

	13:30
	Technical visits / CNIB Community learning Forum


	Thursday, July 10, 2008

	08:00
	Keynote address by Dr Jay Enoch

	09:00
	Concurrent sessions including R&R sessions 14,15 & 16

	10:15
	Break

	10:45
	Concurrent sessions including R&R sessions 17& 18

	12:00
	Lunch

	13:30
	Concurrent sessions including R&R sessions 19 & 20

	14:45
	Break

	15:45
	Concurrent sessions including R&R sessions 21&22

	17:00
	-

	19:00
	Gala Dinner


	Friday, July 11, 2008

	08:00
	Panel presentation 1

	09:30
	Break

	10:00
	Panel presentation 2

	11:30
	Closing ceremony by Dr Roberta Bondar

	12:30
	Cruise on the St-Lawrence River


Do you need documents and presentations in accessible formats? 

The Accessible Information Service at the Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille can help you with Braille transcription (English-French-Spanish), Large print, E-text, Tactile mode, Audio (Daisy, mp3). Our team of qualified professionals will give you advice on the best option available to you. 


For more information, call the Accessible Information Service at the Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille at: 

•
1 800 361-7063, ext. 320

•
braille@inlb.qc.ca

CE Credits

Vision 2008 is in the process of obtaining Continuing Education (CE) credit approval from the following organizations:

• The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada

• The American Academy of Ophthalmology

• Council on Optometric Practitioner Education (COPE)

• U.S. Academy of Certification of Vision Rehabilitation and Education Professionals (ACVREP)

• American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA)

• Joint Commission on Allied Health Personnel in Ophthalmology (JCAHPO)

Scientific program

The Scientific Committee has been hard at work to bring you a very stimulating, educational, and innovative program. The theme of the conference is Research-Rehabilitation Partnerships and we look forward to talks and posters from representatives from both areas in order to improve our knowledge of the science and practice of low vision. Building on the solid foundation provided by our predecessors, Vision 2008 will introduce two innovative program components.

The first of these are the R&R Sessions, taking their name from the theme of the conference. Each of the 22 sessions will involve a panel of international experts discussing a specific topic such as Driving with Low Vision, Brain Plasticity and Its Relevance to Visual Training, and Treatment of Depression in Older People with Low Vision. The panels are made up of representatives from both the rehab and research domains. Their mandate is to stimulate and encourage us to think creatively and to engage in a lively debate with them as they discuss the important topics in our field of endeavour.

The second new program component is called the TNG (The Next Generation) Sessions in which we propose to feature the up-and-coming researchers and practitioners by providing an opportunity to introduce themselves and their work to the established members of the Low Vision Community, to meet one another, and to create links that will lead to productive interaction in the future.

We invite you to participate in and contribute to the Scientific Program – it will be even better if you are involved!

The Scientific committee Co-chairs

Dr. Olga Overbury


Dr Jacques Gresset, OD, PhD, FAAO
Department of Ophthalmology
Director, École d’optométrie


McGill University



Université de Montréal
Montréal, Québec, Canada
Concurrent sessions 

Following the pattern of the eight previous International Low Vision Conferences, we are relying on an enthusiastic response to our Call for Abstracts whereby we will build the core of the program from the submissions for oral and poster presentations. 

1- Oral Presentations

These presentations will be in the form of 12-minute talks with an additional 3 minutes for questions/discussions. As you will see when you visit the Abstract Submission Site, there are 90 possible themes that can be addressed, ranging from early intervention with visually impaired children to the needs of older people and from the demographics of low vision to service delivery models and public policy issues. We invite talks concerning issues across the life span and across the time course of intervention. If you cannot find a term in the list that adequately describes your work, please choose “Other” (specify). No list is ever complete and we invite you to expand it as necessary.

2- Poster Sessions

If you prefer to talk to people on a one-to-one basis about your work, the Poster Session is the place to be. Encompassing the same range of topics as the oral presentation, it gives you the opportunity for an alternative mode of communication. The posters will be presented in the Exhibition Hall throughout the conference and authors will be present at designated times. The Poster Session is a great way to meet people with similar interests with whom you can exchange ideas and establish new networks of communication and collaboration. 
Keynote speakers

Monday, July 7 at 10:00

Mike May

President & CEO

Sendero Group LLC

Mike May will present his perspective on the integration of Low Vision and the role of adaptive technology and sports in developing “quality of life” based on his unique circumstances, being totally blind from age 3 to 46 when he regained some vision. Best selling author, Robert Kurson wrote Crashing Through about Mike’s life and a movie by Fox is in the works. Mike May will tell you in person what contributed to his success as a world travelling blind businessman, about using alternative tools and techniques, and about the role that Research and Rehabilitation played and continues to play in his personal and career development.

Tuesday, July 8 at 8:00

Dr. Serge Resnikoff

Coordinator of Communicable Disease Control and Management

World Health Organization
Data recently published by the World Health Organization show that the global profile of blindness and visual impairment is undergoing major changes. With the notable exception of sub-Saharan Africa, most tropical eye diseases have been progressively fading out, mainly because of the improving socio-economic situation. Contrasting with this reduction in infectious eye diseases, chronic conditions associated with demographic changes are on the increase everywhere. These global changes in the pattern of eye diseases can be attributed to significant achievements in the prevention and management of some causes of avoidable blindness. On the other hand, issues such as changes in life style, ageing, poverty, inequity in access to care and the lack of affordable quality services represent major challenges in low- and middle-income countries where 85% of the global population lives. Dr. Resnikoff will discuss the worldwide project jointly prepared and launched by WHO and IAPB, entitled VISION 2020 - The Right to Sight, an ambitious global initiative to eliminate avoidable blindness by the year 2020. 

Wednesday, July 9 at 8:00

R P LeBlanc CM, MD, FRCSC

Professor, Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences

Dalhousie University

Vice President Research and Academics, Capital Health District
The evolution of research and rehabilitation services devoted to visually impaired people has been progressing slowly but steadily in Canada. Dr. Ray LeBlanc will discuss the current State of the Art and Science of Low Vision in this country and provide an evaluation of past, present and future rehabilitation research partnerships in that context.

Thursday, July 10 at 8:00

Dr. Jay Enoch

Dean Emeritus, 

School of Optometry, 

University of California, Berkeley
Dr. Jay Enoch has been, and remains active in the development of optometric and ophthalmological care in India. With a population now estimated at 1.1 billion people and growing(!), India accounts for fully 1/3 of all blind and visually impaired individuals in this world! While improvements have been made, growth and aging of the population generally has outpaced the ability of India to meet demands for available ophthalmic services, and in particular, their ability to meet the visual rehabilitation needs of this populace. Modern optometry is a nascent profession there. The theme of this meeting is “Rehabilitation and Research Relationships”. Dr. Enoch argues that through effective inter-professional cooperation in behalf of those in need, a difference can be made! Further, as a number of ocular conditions can be found in India which are not commonly encountered in more fully Developed Nations, certain rehabilitation and other vision-related research can best be performed there, particularly as it applies to disorders affecting anterior portions of the eye and its adnexa.

Confirmed R&R Sessions
Monday
13:30 - 14:45

1.
Driving with Low Vision

Organizer:

Eli Peli, M.Sc., O.D. - Schepens Eye Research Institute, Harvard Medical 
School, USA

Panel Members:

René P. Paquin, M.Ed., CLVT - Crotched Mountain School, Greenfield, 
USA

Cynthia Owsley, Ph.D. - Dept. of Ophthalmology, University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, USA

Chuck Huss, COMS - West Virginia Department of Rehabilitation Services, 
USA

Mark Tant, Ph.D. - Belgian Road Safety Institute (BIVV/IBSR), Belgium

Alexandra R. Bowers, Ph.D. - Schepens Eye Research Institute, Harvard 
Medical School, USA

2.
Promoting the Use of Vision in Young Children Who Have Low Vision

Organizer:

Amanda Hall-Lueck, Ph.D. - Dept. of Special Education, San Francisco 
State University, USA

Panel Members:

Mathijs Vervloed, Ph.D. - Radboud University, The Netherlands

Patricia Sonksen, M.D. - Institute of Child Health, University College, UK

Barbara Petersen, M.S. - Blind Parent-Infant Program, Utah Schools for 
the Deaf and Blind, USA

Monday
15:45 – 17:00
3.
Rehabilitation Outcome Measures: What is your definition of success?

Organizer:

Robert Massof, Ph.D. - Wilmer Eye Institute, Johns Hopkins University, 
USA

Panel Members:

Vijaya K. Gothwal, O.D., Ph.D. - LV Prasad Eye Institute, India

Ruth van Nispen, M.A. - EMGO Institute, Vrije University, The Netherlands

Jeffrey W. Jutai, Ph.D. -Aging Rehabilitation & Geriatric Care Research Center, University of Western Ontario, Canada

Amanda Hall-Lueck, Ph.D. - Dept. of Special Education, San Francisco 
State University, USA

4.
Gerontology & Visual Impairment

Organizer:

Susan Leat, Ph.D. - School of Optometry, University of Waterloo, Canada

Panel Members:

Cynthia Owsley, Ph.D. - Dept. of Ophthalmology, University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, USA

Howard Bergman, M.D. - The Dr. Joseph Kaufmann Professor and 
Director of Geriatric Medicine, McGill University & Jewish General 
Hospital, Canada

Mathieu Carignan, O.T., M.Sc. - Institut universitaire de gériatrie de 
Montréal, Canada

Gale Watson, M.Ed., CLVT - Blind Rehabilitation Service, VA Medical 
Center, USA

Tuesday
13:30 – 14:45

5.
What Did Not Work in the Past (according to Charles Darwin) & Future Possibilities towards a Reduction in the Global Impact of Low Vision

Organizer:

Krister Inde, M.A. - School of Optometry, University of Kalmar, & Indenova 
Inc., Sweden

Panel Members:

Gregory L. Goodrich, Ph.D. - US Department of Veterans Affairs Palo Alto 
Health Care System, USA

Mario Broggini, M.D. - Circolo Hospital, Macchi Foundation, Italy

Hazel Sacharowitz, O.D. - Department of Optometry, University of 
Johannesburg, South Africa

Gale Watson, M.Ed., CLVT - Blind Rehabilitation Service, VA Medical 
Center, USA

Michael Crossland, O.D., Ph.D. - UCL Institute of Ophthalmology, UK

6.
Practical PRL Identification & Usage in the Office

Organizer:

Samuel N. Markowitz, M.D. - Department of Ophthalmology & Vision Sciences, University of Toronto, Canada

Panel Members:

Janet Szlyk, Ph.D. - Department of Ophthalmology, University of Illinois, 
USA

Gwen Sterns, M.D. - Department of Ophthalmology, Rochester General 
Hospital, USA

Tracy Matchinski, O.D. - Illinois College of Optometry, USA

Cornelis A. Verezen, B.Sc. Optom. - Elvea Low Vision Services & 
Consultants, The Netherlands

Orli Weisser-Pike, OTR, CLVT - Germantown Baptist Rehabilitation 
Hospital, USA

Anne T. Riddering, OTR, CLVT - Henry Ford Health System, USA

Marilee Walker, OTR - M.V.T. Visual Rehabilitation Center, USA

Tuesday
15:45 – 17:00

7.
New Map Technologies for Wayfinding

Organizer:

John Brabyn, Ph.D. - Smith-Kettlewell Eye Research Institute, USA

Panel Members:

Joshua Miele, Ph.D. - Smith-Kettlewell Eye Research Institute, USA

James R. Marston, Ph.D. - Department of Geography, University of 
California, USA

Dan Jacobson, Ph.D. - Department of Geography, University of Calgary, 
Canada

Carole Zabihaylo, M.Sc., COMS - Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille, 
Canada

8.
InSight – Bridging Research and Practice in the Netherlands

Organizer:

Dr. Inesz van Benten - Netherlands Organization for Health Research and Innovation,The Netherlands

Panel Members:

Dr. Jan Willem Schuurman - Innovation & Expertise Rehabilitation Center – 
Sensis, The Netherlands

Dr. S. van der Steen - Innovation & Expertise Rehabilitation Center – Visio, 
The Netherlands
P. Sterkenburg, M.Sc. - Rehabilitation Centre Bartiméus & VU University, 
The Netherlands
Dr. B.J.M. Melis-Dankers - Rehabilitation Centre Visio, The Netherlands
9.

Session in French The Development of Tools and Technologies based on Haptic Perception to Improve Access to Information for Visually Impaired Young People

Organizer:

Marie-Chantal Wanet-Defalque, Ph.D. - Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille, Canada

Panel Members:

Vincent Hayward, Ph.D. - McGill University, Canada

Johanne Thibodeau, M.Sc. - Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille, Canada

Louise Comtois, M.A. - École Jacques Ouellette, Canada

Dominique Archambault, Ph.D - Université Pierre et Marie Curie, France

Wednesday
9:00 – 10:15

10.
Implications of Brain Plasticity for Visual Rehabilitation

Organizer:

Gordon Legge, Ph.D. - Department of Psychology, University of 
Minnesota, USA

Panel Members:

Alvaro Pascual-Leone, M.D., Ph.D. - Department of Neurology, Harvard 
Medical School, USA

Donald C. Fletcher, M.D. - Smith-Kettlewell Eye Research Institute, USA

Michael Crossland, Ph.D. - UCL Institute of Ophthalmology, UK

Sing-Hang Cheung, Ph.D. - Department of Psychology, University of Hong 
Kong, Hong Kong

11.
Orientation & Mobility – Research & Rehabilitation on the Street

Organizer:

Duane Geruschat, Ph.D. - Wilmer Eye Institute, Johns Hopkins University, 
USA

Panel Members:

Janet Szlyk, Ph.D. - Department of Ophthalmology, University of Illinois, and Research & Development Service, Jesse Brown Veterans Administration Medical Center, USA

Robert Wall Emerson, Ph.D. - Blindness & Low Vision Studies, Western 
Michigan University, USA

Carole Zabihaylo, M.Sc., COMS - Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille, 
Canada

Moira Higgerty - College of Orientation and Mobility, South African Guide-Dogs, Association for the Blind, South Africa

Wednesday
10:45 – 12:00

12.
Literacy and Visual Impairment

Organizer:

Gale Watson, M.Ed., CLVT - Department of Veterans Affairs, Blind 
Rehabilitation Service, USA

Panel Members:

Karen Wolffe, Ph.D. - American Foundation for the Blind, USA

Katharine Echt, Ph.D. - Rehabilitation Research and Development Center on Vision Loss and Aging, Atlanta VA Medical Center, USA

Orli Weisser-Pike, OT, CLVT - Germantown Baptist Rehabilitation 
Hospital, USA

Krister Inde, M.A. - School of Optometry, University of Kalmar, & Indenova 
Inc., Sweden

13.
Addressing Depression and Anxiety among Visually Impaired Adults

Organizer:

Amy Horowitz, DSW - Jewish Home & Hospital Life Care System, USA

Panel Members:

Joanne P. Reinhardt, Ph.D. & Amy Horowitz, DSW - Jewish Home & Hospital 
Life Care System, USA
Hans-Werner Wahl, Ph.D. - Department of Psychological Aging Research, Institute of Psychology, University of Heidelberg, Germany

Bruce Rosenthal, O.D. & Rosetta Chao, MSW - Lighthouse International, 
USA

Robin Casten, Ph.D. & Barry Rovner, M.D. - Department of Psychiatry and Human Behaviour & the Farber Inst. for Neuroscience, Thomas Jefferson University, USA
Thursday
9:00 – 10:15

14.
Eccentric Viewing Training

Organizer:

Donald C. Fletcher, M.D. - Smith-Kettlewell Eye Research Institute, USA

Panel Members:

William Seiple, Ph.D. - New York University School of Medicine, USA

Ronald A. Schuchard, Ph.D. - US Veterans Administration R&D Center, 
USA

Beth Barstow, M.S., OTR/L - Department of Occupational Therapy, 
University of Alabama at Birmingham, USA

Ronald J. Cole, M.D. & Marilee Walker, OTR - Visual Rehabilitation 
Center, USA

Örjan Bäckman, Ph.D. - Department of Special Education, Stockholm 
University, Sweden

15.
Employment Preparation, Adjustment or Readjustment

Organizer:

Deborah Gold, Ph.D. - CNIB (Canadian National Institute for the Blind), 
Canada

Panel Members:

Alexander Shaw, Ph.D. - CNIB (Canadian National Institute for the Blind), 
Canada

Karen Wolffe, Ph.D. - American Foundation for the Blind, USA

Steve LaGrow, Ph.D. - Department of Rehabilitation, Massey University, 
New Zealand

Luc Fortin - CNIB (Canadian National Institute for the Blind), Canada

16.

Session in French Development and Organization Models of Vision Rehabilitation Services

Organizer:

Pierre Rondeau, M.A. - Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille, Canada

Panel Members:
Francis Guiteau, Directeur - Institut Montéclair, France

Michel Coulmont, M.A.- Université de Moncton, Canada

Thursday
10:45 – 12:00

17.
Patients with Juvenile Maculopathies as Examples 
for Successful Low Vision Rehabilitation

Organizer:

Manfred MacKeben, Ph.D. - Smith-Kettlewell Eye Research Institute, USA

Panel Members:

Joseph L. Fontenot, M.D. - Vision Rehabilitation, LLC, USA

Jens Reinhard, M.D., M.Sc. - University Eye Hospital, Germany

Janet P. Szlyk, Ph.D.- VA Health Care System, USA

Anne T. Riddering, OTR, CLVT - Henry Ford Health System, USA

18.
Auditory Processing for Mobility in Visually Impaired People

Organizer:

Marie-Chantal Wanet-Defalque, Ph.D. - Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille, 
Canada

Panel Members:

Daniel Ashmead, Ph.D. - Department of Hearing & Speech Sciences, 
Vanderbilt University, USA

Tony Leroux, Ph.D. - School of Speech Language Pathology & Audiology, 
Université de Montréal & Institut Raymond-Dewar, Canada

Steve LaGrow, Ph.D. - Department of Rehabilitation, Massey University, 
New Zealand

Agathe Ratelle, M.A., COMS - Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille, Canada

Masaki Tauchi, Ph.D. - Okayama Prefectural University, Japan
Thursday
13:30 – 14:45

19.
Evidence Base for Technology-Assisted Low Vision Rehabilitation to Enhance Independence and Quality of Life

Organizers:

Jeffrey W. Jutai, Ph.D. & Graham Strong, O.D. - Aging, Rehabilitation & Geriatric Care Research Center, University of Western Ontario & School of Optometry, University of Waterloo, Canada

Panel Members:

Graham Strong, O.D. - School of Optometry, University of Waterloo, 
Canada

Aries Arditi, Ph.D. - Lighthouse International, USA

Samuel N. Markowitz, M.D. - Department of Ophthalmology, University of 
Toronto, Canada

Robert Massof, Ph.D. - Wilmer Eye Institute, Johns Hopkins University, 
USA

Eli Peli, M.Sc. O.D. - Schepens Eye Research Institute, Harvard Medical 
School, USA

Joan Stelmack, O.D., MPH - Central Blind Rehabilitation Center, USA

Mike Williams, Ph.D. - VA Blind Rehabilitation Service National Program 
Office, USA

20.
Polytrauma Injuries and Vision Rehabilitation:Blast-Related Injuries and their Significance for Civilian TBi
Organizer:

Gregory L. Goodrich, Ph.D. - 
US Department of Veterans Affairs Palo Alto Health Care System, USA

Panel Members:

Elizabeth Jessen, M.A. - US Department of Veterans Affairs Palo Alto Health Care System, USA

Gayle Clarke, B.A., Dipl. O&M - Neuro Vision Technology, Australia

Paul Koons, M.S. - US Department of Veterans Affairs Palo Alto Health Care System, USA

Thursday
15:45 – 17:00

21.
Literacy and Visual Impairment

Organizer:

Aries Arditi, Ph.D. - Lighthouse International, USA

Panel Members:

Jeff Bigham, Ph.D. - University of Washington, USA

Jianwei Lu, Ph.D. - Lighthouse International, USA

William O’Connell, O.D. - College of Optometry, State University of New 
York, USA

Eric Velleman - Bartiméus, The Netherlands

22.
Pediatric Low Vision Care: Models & Outcomes

Organizer:

Karin van Dijk- CBM (Christoffel Blindmission) and LSHTM (ICEH) (London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, International Centre for Eye Health), UK

Panel Members:

John Sudhakar, M.D. - Joseph Eye Hospital, India

Jaya Srivastava - Venu Eye Institute & Research Center, India

Joy Lim, M.D. - Resources for the Blind, Philippines

Agus Tegus Riyanto - PERTUNI Low Vision Centers, Indonesia

Tuesday, July 8 at 9:00

AMD Alliance International Symposium
Macular Degeneration: Overview and Implications AMD Alliance International
Since AMD affects older people, its prevalence will increase significantly as the average age of the world population increases. Sometimes called the “silent epidemic, some estimates predict AMD prevalence will treble by 2020. This seminar presents an overview of AMD epidemiology, reports on important new research about macular degeneration and quality of life, and discusses the implications of macular degeneration on public health, and medical and rehabilitative systems.

Friday plenary session
8:00 - 9:30 
Panel presentation 1

Prevention & treatment of visual impairment:
a look into the medical crystal ball

Organizer:

Ronald A. Schuchard, Ph.D. - VA Rehabilitation R&D Center of 

Excellence, USA

Moderator:

Donald C. Fletcher, M.D. - Smith-Kettlewell Eye Research 


Institute, USA

Panel Members:

Johanna Seddon, M.D., Sc.M. - Tufts-New England Medical Center, USA - Environmental Risk Factors Related to Age-Related Macular Degeneration
Robert Koenekoop, M.D., Ph.D. - Department of Ophthalmology, McGill University, Canada - Personalized Gene-Specific Treatments for Retinal Degenerations: A Crystal Ball View

Gary Rubin, Ph.D. - Institute of Ophthalmology, UK - Gene Therapy & Stem Cell Treatment Trials
Junwen Zeng, M.D. - Zhongshan Ophthalmic Center, Guangzhou, People’s Republic of China -Types and Treatments of Ocular Diseases in China
Ronald A. Schuchard, Ph.D. - VA Rehabilitation R&D Center, USA - The Importance of Functional Vision Outcomes 
& Rehabilitation in Medical Treatments
10:00 - 11:30 
Panel presentation 2

assistive technology & rehabilitation of visual impairment: a look into the technology crystal ball

Organizer and Moderator:

Ronald A. Schuchard, Ph.D. - VA Rehabilitation R&D Center of 
Excellence, USA

Panel Members:

Jocelyn Faubert, Ph.D. - École d’optométrie, Université de Montréal, Canada - Virtual Environments in Rehabilitation & Research

Mike Calvo - Serotek Corporation, USA - On-Ramps to Technology
David Ross, M.S. - VA Rehabilitation R&D Center of Excellence, USA, Wayfinding Assistive Technology
Gislin Dagnelie, Ph.D. - Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, USA - Visual & Retinal Prosthetics

Lotfi Merabet, O.D., Ph.D. - Harvard Medical School, USA - Neural-
Plasticity & Neuro-Rehabilitation

Closing ceremony

Dr. Roberta Bondar,

Neuro-ophthalmologist and Astronaut

Born in Sault Ste Marie on Lake Superior, Dr. Roberta Bondar embarked on a career of scientific pursuits beginning in high school.  She earned a Bachelor of Science degree in agriculture and zoology and a master’s degree in experimental pathology. She completed her doctorate in neurobiology at the University of Toronto.Dr. Bondar earned her medical degree at McMaster University with a special interest in space medicine. After completing her board certification in Neurology, she studied at Tufts New England Medical Center in Boston, specializing in neurophthalmology, how we see and record the world around us. Dr. Bondar is an Officer of the Order of Canada, has been recognized with the NASA Space Medal and inducted into Canadian Medical Hall of Fame for her pioneering research in space medicine. In addition, she has received 24 honorary doctorates from Canadian and American universities. Currently, Dr. Bondar is in her second term as Chancellor of Trent University in Peterborough, Ontario.

Technical visits

Wednesday, July 9, 13:30 to 16:00

If you want to find out more about what’s going on in the Québec Low Vision Research & Rehabilitation scene, you will be able to do so in the afternoon of Wednesday, July 9. The following six organizations have gladly agreed to open their doors to Vision 2008 participants. 

To register
Technical visits are open to all participants and accompanying persons duly registered to the Conference. You just need to indicate your choice on the Registration Form. Only one visit is allowed per person. 

Deadline for technical visits registration : May 23, 2008

Places are limited, so book as soon as possible.
Transportation
Information concerning transportation for each of these visits will be announced after May 23, 2008.

The School of Optometry of the Université de Montréal / École d’optométrie de l’Université de Montréal

The École d’optométrie of the Université de Montréal (ÉOUM) is recognized for its expertise by the general public, professionals and university community alike. It serves as an information and a resource centre well known for the quality of its teaching and clinical services as well as for the excellence, originality and volume of its research activities. The ÉOUM will be happy to familiarize you with its academic programs and provide a tour of its research facilities. A great opportunity to find out more about the Université de Montréal’s best kept secret! http://www.opto.umontreal.ca
The Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille

The Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille is a rehabilitation centre providing specialized services to over 8,000 visually impaired persons of all ages. Our multidisciplinary team will guide you through our modern rehabilitation centre, where you will be able to find out more about our services pertaining to low-vision, accessible computer programs, orientation and mobility as well as everyday life activities, adapted to children, adults, seniors and visually and hearing impaired persons. This visit will also lead you to discover the Sensory Stimulation Laboratory for young children, telerehabilitation, the Accessible Information Service where hundreds of books are produced in Braille, electronic and haptic formats, as well as the Technical Aids Service or the Ludothèque which presents a collection of more than 400 toys and games as well as a giant map of the Montréal subway. A visit to the Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille: well worth your while! http://www.inlb.qc.ca
Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec (BAnQ) 

Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec (BAnQ) is a cultural institution whose mission is to acquire, preserve and disseminate the publications, archival documents and films constituting Québec and Québec-related documentary heritage. BAnQ also offers all Quebecers free access on site, on the Internet and through interlibrary loan to vast universal collections and to the services of a major public library. BAnQ encompasses the Grande Bibliothèque, a preservation centre (Centre de conservation) and nine archives centres in Montréal, Québec City, Gatineau, Rimouski, Rouyn-Noranda, Saguenay, Sept-Îles, Sherbrooke and Trois-Rivières. http://www.banq.qc.ca
The Centre Michel-Mathieu 

More than 20 ophthalmology sub-specialists work at the Centre Michel-Mathieu of the Maisonneuve-Rosemont Hospital, offering therapeutic and surgical services. The Centre’s mission is to offer specialized and subspecialized services, assess new practices and technologies and engage in fundamental and clinical research to further knowledge in the field. http://www.maisonneuve-rosemont.org
The MAB-Mackay Rehabilitation Centre

The MAB-Mackay Rehabilitation Centre is dedicated to providing quality adaptation, rehabilitation and social integration services to the blind as well as the visually and hearing impaired of all ages and to children with language and motor impairments. It also operates a long-term care centre for blind and visually impaired seniors. A visit to our site will highlight our interdisciplinary early intervention program for children with multi handicaps and our adapted pediatric low vision clinic.  http://www.mabmackay.ca
The Mira Foundation

The Mira Foundation invites you to discover the first francophone breeding and training centre for guide dogs in America. Discover the multiple aspects of this leading innovative centre. http://www.mira.ca
CNIB Community Learning Forum

Wednesday, July 9, 13:30 to 17:00 - Palais des congrès de Montréal 
Get together with Canadians at a one-of-a kind forum, CNIB Community Learning Forum – Promoting Vision Health and Technology. CNIB Community Learning Forum will bring together vendors, suppliers, consumers and service providers to explore a gamut of services including barrier-breaking lectures and innovations that can empower people with vision loss. CNIB Community Learning Forum is organized by CNIB, a not profit organization that since 1918 has earned a sterling reputation in the provision of Vision Health Services.

The program will:

• be open to the public, free of charge

• offer access to the exhibition hall

• offer speeches/talks/conferences about vision health related topics

• be of interest to the local public and international conference participants.

No registration is necessary.

Exhibition
In the midst of the VISION 2008 activities, a major trade show (50,000 square feet) will provide a unique opportunity for organizations, companies and manufacturers related to Low Vision Rehabilitation (LVR) to promote their products and services and showcase their most recent achievements. The Exhibition will be open from Monday afternoon until Thursday.

Poster sessions
Sponsored by the MAB-Mackay Rehabilitation Centre.

Posters will be presented in the Exhibit Area.

Abstract submission rules

Abstract submission rules 

To submit an abstract, please access the Vision 2008 Abstract Submission Centre at www.vision2008.ca and select the Call for Abstracts section.

Site Accessibility

The abstract submission site is accessible with ZoomText and JAWS 8.0.2173. If you do not have this version of JAWS, you will have the option of submitting your abstract in a different accessible format.

Submission Deadline
 & Abstract Editing

The deadline for abstract submission is January 15, 2008. Please note that you can begin the abstract submission process once you have created your account and keep the file open for editing until the deadline or until you are certain that you have no more changes left to make. All of the information that you enter into the system will be saved each time you access your file so that you can pick up where you left off.

Rule of 3
You are limited to three (3) abstract submissions as lead/presenting author. However, you may be co-authored on an unlimited number of abstracts.

Two Abstract Styles & Abstract Length

Because Vision 2008 will bring together professionals from various specialty areas, all presentations may not fall into one particular style. Therefore, you are offered a choice of submitting a “structured” or “non-structured” abstract. The “structured” abstract is the type most familiar to researchers, with the subheadings: Objectives, Methods, Results, Conclusions. The “non-structured” abstract, simply a paragraph of text, may be more suitable to non-research presentations such as case studies, program descriptions, etc. In either case, the maximum length of the abstract is 2500 characters or approximately 250 words. For your convenience, a character countdown window is available on the abstract submission site.

Presentation Style

Please note that your abstract submission is a request for either a 12-minute oral presentation (with 3 minutes for discussion) or for a poster presentation.

TNG – The Next Generation

In an attempt to highlight the “younger” (relatively speaking, of course) researchers and practitioners, we are asking eligible individuals (those aged 40 or younger) to indicate during the abstract-submission process if they are interested in being considered for a TNG session by putting a check mark in the designated box. Depending on the level of interest, there may be more than one session, in which case we will attempt to organize these sessions by topic area. These will all be oral presentations and you may be considered even if your first choice otherwise was a poster presentation.
Présentation en français

Afin d’accommoder le plus grand nombre de francophones, il sera possible de regrouper des conférences en langue française dans la même salle et d’offrir la traduction simultanée vers l’anglais pour tous les participants. Les résumés doivent cependant tous être soumis en anglais. Les personnes ayant des doutes sur la qualité linguistique de leur résumé peuvent se prévaloir du service de pré lecture.

Ask Iris!

If you have questions regarding the Scientific Program, just ask Iris!

ask_iris@vision2008.ca
Social activities

For information on how to register for social activities, see Registration section.

Monday, July 7, 2008 at 18:00
Welcome Reception

Sponsored by HumanWare
Get together with friends and colleagues from around the world at the Welcome Reception. A great way to start your week at the Palais des congrès de Montréal… Don’t miss this cocktail party to be held in the Exhibition Hall with ambient music.

All fully registered participants (including Exhibitors) and registered accompanying persons are cordially invited to attend. 

Thursday, July 10, 2008 at 19:00
Jazzy Gala Dinner

Are you into Jazz? Blues, electrical, Cuban, African, reggae… Montréal, home of the International Jazz Festival, has it all. The VISION 2008 Gala Dinner will give you a chance to experience the city’s swing. A memorable evening for those who’ll join in the beat! 
Fee: CAD 100. All applicable taxes included

Friday, July 11, 2008 from 13:30 to 16:30

Cruise on the St. Lawrence River

Board a cruise ship and enjoy the beautiful Montréal skyline from the River. A unique way to say goodbye to your friends and colleagues and relax in comfort after a very busy week. Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres will be served. Space is limited, so get your tickets early!

Fee: CAD 100. All applicable taxes included

Accompanying persons program

Registration fees for accompanying persons

(in CAD Canadian dollars - All applicable taxes included)

	
	Until 

Feb. 29, 2008
	After 

Feb. 29, 2008

	Accompanying person


	125


	150




The Vision 2008 Accompanying Persons Program includes a visit to the Botanical Garden, Olympic Park and Biodôme on Monday, July 7 as well as a technical visit on Wednesday, July 9. 

Please refer to page 24 for details on the technical visits and to page 42 for details on the tours offered.

For information on how to register, please go to the Registration section.

Accompanying persons registration fees include: 

•
Admission to the Conference Opening Ceremony and the Welcome Reception

•
Admission to the Exhibition 

•
A Visit to the Botanical Garden, Olympic Park and Biodôme

•
Technical visit

•
Coffee breaks

•
Conference Bag
Accompanying persons registration fees do not include participation in: 

•
Scientific Sessions & Pre- or Post-Courses
•
Tours that are not included in the Accompanying Persons Registration Fees

•
Social activities (Gala Dinner, Cruise)

Travel information

Take a look at Montréal

Montréal is lively, fun and open to the world. As the largest bilingual city in North America, it draws on the combined strengths of its French and British roots to attract newcomers from around the world. This multicultural mix has fostered a fertile and vibrant culinary and cultural life. The city offers an almost endless choice of restaurants, events and festivals. Come and discover Montréal’s unique joie de vivre! http://www.tourism-montreal.org
Come early and sing in tune with the Montréal Jazz Fest

Share in the summer excitement of the Montréal Jazz Fest from June 26 to July 6, 2008. Every summer, Montréal is the scene of a most global event for music aficionados from around the world and has been so for the past 30 years: 3,000 musicians and street performers from 20 to 30 countries are represented at the Fest. With 500 concerts, including 350 free shows to choose from, the Fest is full of musical discoveries and reunions, from jam sessions to major performances. Indeed a unique way to kick off your stay in Montréal! http://www.montrealjazzfest.com
Be dazzled by pyromusical displays at their best

L’International des Feux Loto-Québec presented by Telus is another of Montréal’s famous summer festivals. This annual event has attracted lovers of pyromusical arts from the world over since 1985. Over the years, this event has carved out a place for itself at the summit of the pyrotechnical industry. The leading firms in the world set their sights on participating in order to attain the highest distinction in their field. Over the years, 24 countries have been represented at this incredible show on the lake located in the attraction park, La Ronde. An incredible way to spend a beautiful summer evening!

http://www.internationaldesfeuxloto-quebec.com
Take a look at Québec’s heritage!

Harmonizing North American innovation with European tradition and charm, larger cities are a great starting point to discover the unique people and culture of Québec. The Old City of Québec is on the prestigious list of the UNESCO world heritage sites. 2008 will mark the 400th anniversary of its founding. Lots of events and celebrating going on all summer! It’s just a three-hour drive from Montréal… Don’t miss the opportunity to discover one of North America’s most charming heritage cities.
http://www.bonjourquebec.com
Take a look at Canada

Go West and discover Ottawa, Toronto and Niagara Falls. From coast to coast, Canada offers world-class adventures, great outdoor experiences, and entertaining activities. Nature lovers can take in the diverse plant and animal life that reside in the 38 national, over 1 000 provincial and nearly 50 territorial parks. Culture seekers can enjoy the cuisine, arts and traditions that give Canada its unique character.  http://www.canada.travel
Tours

The Province of Québec and Montréal have so much to offer… Breathtaking nature, trendy spots, delectable pleasures. Whatever your fancy, experience memorable encounters and discoveries. Take your pick from a selection of tours specially designed just for you. You’ll thank us for the memories! 

Tour terms and conditions: 

•
All tours are open to registered participants, registered accompanying persons and their guests

•
All tours will depart from and return to the Palais des congrès de Montréal (Not applicable for the Montréal Jazz Fun Pack).
•
English-speaking guides will accompany each tour. French-speaking guides also available. (Not applicable for the Montréal Jazz Fun Pack).

•
Reservations will be accepted on a first come, first serve basis. Early booking is recommended, as on-site availability cannot be guaranteed.

•
Organizers reserve the right to cancel tours if the minimum required number of participants is not reached.

•
All applicable taxes are included in prices.

•
Please refer to Registration section for cancellation policy.

For information on how to register, please go to the Registration section.

Before the Conference

The Montréal Jazz Festival Fun Pack 
Deadline: Buy your Fun Pack before June 20, at web.ticketpro.ca/packages/. 
Details can be found on the website.
Make sure to take part in this great musical celebration from June 26 to July 6, 2008 by purchasing the Festival Fun Pack. Arrive in Montréal before July 6 to take advantage of the great offers contained in the Fun Pack: 
•
Montréal Jazz Fest Messenger Bag

•
A Festival T-Shirt 

•
A Friends of the Festival card that gives you privileged access to the Jam Sessions Samsung at the Hyatt Regency Montréal

•
A compilation CD 

•
A 25 % reduction for an entrance at the Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal 

Price: CAD 55.
Walking tour in historical Old Montréal

Date: Sunday, July 6, 2008 - 11:00 to 15:00
Reservation deadline: June 20, 2008
Required number of participants: 20

A stroll through a maze of narrow lanes and old buildings provides a perfect opportunity to discover Old Montréal’s history and charm. The tour will feature a number of remarkable restorations that have breathed new life into the Old Port, 
including Jacques Cartier Square and Notre-Dame Basilica. Lunch is included.
Rate per person: CAD 60. 
The tour includes: professional guide, admission fees, 3-course luncheon.

During the Conference

Visit to the Botanical Garden, Biodôme and Olympic Tower

Date: Monday, July 7, 2008 
Hours: 9:00 to 13:00
Reservation deadline: June 20, 2008

Required number of participants: 35.

With more than 20,000 species, the Montréal Botanical Garden awaits you with a great number of treasures such as its Japanese Pavilion, Chinese Garden, Insectarium and unique Courtyard of the senses, a 500-square-meter space intended for visually impaired visitors, but also for anyone interested in seeing a garden in a different way. This Courtyard project was carried out with the help of the Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille. Then experience the Biodôme, a unique concept of “living” museum. Wander through four full-scale natural ecosystems of the Americas: the Tropical Forest, the St. Lawrence River, the Laurentian Forest and the Polar World. The day will end with a ride up the Funicular to the top of the Olympic Tower, the world’s tallest inclined tower, to admire the view of Montréal and the River.
Free for all duly-registered accompanying persons.

Rate per person: CAD 70.
Includes: professional guide, deluxe chartered transportation, admission fees

Discovery tour - The Laurentians

Date: Tuesday, July 8, 2008
Hours: 9:00 to 18:00
Reservation deadline: June 20, 2008

Required number of participants: 20

The Laurentians are among the oldest mountain chains in the world, located north of Montréal. This picturesque region of mountains, lakes and rivers is the playground of Montréalers, a place for fishing, skiing, golfing and beautiful scenery. The region has been able to preserve its natural setting, huge forests, typical villages, cozy valleys, and crystal-clear lakes on the way to the region’s foremost resort, Mont-Tremblant. There will be some free time to shop and browse in the quaint Village St-Bernard and the brave at heart will be able to ride up in the Gondola to admire the panoramic view from the top of the mountain. Bring your camera! Lunch will be served in the heart of the mountains.

Rate per person: CAD 125. 
Includes: professional guide, deluxe chartered transportation, 3-course luncheon

After the Conference

Charlevoix, a land of nature and culture

Dates: Saturday, July 12 to Monday, July 14, 2008

Reservation deadline: May 23, 2008

Required number of participants: 20

Painters, poets, writers and musicians have long been charmed by this region’s landscapes. Charlevoix is the perfect marriage of nature and culture. See the Manoir Richelieu at Pointe-au-Pic, peaceful Rivière Malbaie, Saint-Joseph-de-la-Rive and Baie-Saint-Paul, home of many artists. Beautiful houses built in the early 20th century give the region its heritage character of a time long past when steamships began bringing tourists to La Malbaie, and bringing Charlevoix into an elegant, exotic and romantic era. This region has earned the status of Unesco World biosphere reserve.
Day 1: 

Saturday, July 12 – Visit Québec City on your way to Charlevoix

8:00 Departure by bus to Charlevoix. Stop in Québec City and enjoy some free time.
15:00 Arrival in Charlevoix and check in at Le Manoir Richelieu. This impressive hotel was built on the cliff of Pointe-au-Pic overlooking the majestic St. Lawrence River in 1899. The view from the hotel is simply breathtaking. Dinner at the Manoir.
Day 2: 

Sunday, July 13 – Whale-watching cruise

Charlevoix is the perfect spot to observe whales and smaller cetaceans. With the help of a naturalist guide, you will learn all about fin whales, humpback whales and belugas. Lunch on board followed by the visit of Baie-Saint-Paul, a charming village nestled in the valley. A farewell supper is planned in one of the local establishments.

Day 3: 

Monday, July 14 – Return to Montréal


Rate per person/double occupancy: 
CAD 1,122.
Rate per person/single occupancy: 
CAD 1,415.

Includes: Deluxe chartered transportation, professional guide, lodging, 

2 dinners, 2 breakfasts and lunch-cruise

Registration

To register, visit www.vision2008.ca and go to the Registration section.

Participants are encouraged to register on-line through our secure payment page. It’s an easy way to get your registration processed quickly. The on-line registration allows you to pay either by credit card or to receive an invoice to be paid at a later stage.

Participants may also download the printable version of the Registration Form from the website and send it by fax or mail, together with their payment information to the Vision 2008 Conference Secretariat.

If you are experiencing difficulty in accessing the website or completing the Form, please contact the Conference Secretariat at +1 514 395-1808.

Registration Fees

(in CAD Canadian dollars - All applicable taxes included)

	Category


	Until 

Feb. 29, 2008
	Until 

June 1, 2008
	After 

June 1, 2008

	ISLRR Member (1)


	700


	800


	850



	Non-member


	800


	900


	950



	Student ISLRR Member (1) (2)


	240


	285


	315



	Student ISLRR Non-Member (2)


	275


	325


	350



	Accompanying Person


	125


	150


	150




(1) Membership status will be checked by the ISLRR Office. Only duly registered members will be able to take advantage of this reduced rate.

(2) Students are required to provide a document proving they are registered at a recognized school or educational institution. 

Group registration 

ISLRR Members and Non-members have until June 1, 2008 to register a group. A special group rate is available for groups of 10 persons and more.

To register a group and take advantage of the special group rate, please contact the Conference Secretariat by phone at +1 514 395-1808 or by e-mail at: vision2008-reg@opus3.com
Full registration fees (ISLRR Members –Non-members – Students) include:
•
Admission to all Scientific Sessions within the Official Conference Program

•
Admission to the Exhibition 

•
Admission to the Conference Opening Ceremony and the Welcome Reception

•
Technical visits 

•
Coffee breaks

•
Conference bag and all Conference literature.

Full registration fees do not include participation in: 

•
Pre- or Post-Courses

•
All Tours and Social Activities (Gala Dinner, Cruise)

Accompanying persons registration fees include: 

•
Admission to the Conference Opening Ceremony and the Welcome Reception

•
Admission to the Exhibition 

•
A Visit to the Botanical Garden, Olympic Park and Biodôme

•
Technical visits 

•
Coffee breaks 

•
Conference Bag

Accompanying persons registration fees do not include participation in: 
•
Scientific Sessions and Pre- or Post-Courses 

•
Tours that are not included in the accompanying persons registration fees

•
Social Activities (Gala Dinner, Cruise)

Terms of payment

•
All participants in Conference activities must be registered for Vision 2008 (except for tours where non-registered guests are allowed).

•
All payments must be made in Canadian dollars (CAD).

•
Payments can be made by credit card (secure payment page on the Conference web site), cheque or bank transfer.

•
Registration will only be valid upon receipt of the full payment by the Vision 2008 Conference Secretariat. 

•
Registration fees will apply according to the date of receipt of the payment.

•
Outstanding payments will be collected on site.  A copy of the bank transfer (or other proof of payment) will be required in the event that registration fees were not credited to the Conference account on time. A credit card and a signature could be required as a guarantee. 
Payment by credit card: Only VISA and Mastercard are accepted. In the event of a calculation error, Opus 3 / Vision 2008 reserves the right to amend the total owing. 

Payment by cheque: All cheques must be sent with the transaction number and registered name (or a copy of the invoice could be sent along with the cheque) to accelerate the  registration process and to ensure payment is allocated to the correct booking. Cheques must be sent in Canadian dollars and made payable to Vision 2008 / Opus 3. 

Please send cheques to:

Vision 2008 Conference Secretariat 

c/o Opus 3 inc., 417 Saint-Pierre Street, Suite 203

Montréal (Québec) H2Y 2M4 - Canada 

Payment by bank transfer to: 

Institution: 

Caisse Centrale Desjardins, Montréal, Canada
Swift: CCDQCAMM
Transit: 30240 Branch: 815  
Account: 00808949
Beneficiary: VISION 2008 / OPUS 3
If you have registered on-line, please quote your transaction number (on your invoice) from the on-line registration to enable us to allocate the payment to the relevant booking. 

Note : If you are planning to pay by bank transfer, please add CAD 25 to the total amount to cover banking administrative fees. 
Registration confirmation

All participants registered on-line, by fax or by mail, will receive a confirmation of their registration as well as all information regarding the status of their registration file. Registration will be considered complete and valid upon reception of full payment of fees. 

Name substitutions

Name substitutions of registered participants will be accepted at any time with the written authorization of the registered person at an extra charge of CAD 50. All requests should be sent by e-mail to the Vision 2008 Conference Secretariat at vision2008-reg@opus3.com. 

Note: Presenting authors of accepted abstracts may only be substituted after approval of a written request addressed to the Scientific Secretariat Vision 2008 at: ask_iris@vision2008.ca
Cancellation policy

Any cancellation must be sent in writing to the Vision 2008 Conference Secretariat. 

Refund of registrations fees 

There will be a charge of 20% of the registration fees total for cancellations received before June 7, 2008 (23:59, Montréal local time). There will be no refund for cancellations received after June 8, 2008 (00:00, Montréal local time).

Refund of social activities and tours 
There will be no refund for cancellations at anytime unless the activity is cancelled by the organizers.

Note: No refund will be processed on site. 

Badges and bags
Conference Badges and Bags will be available at the Conference Registration desk. 

To contact us

Please address all requests for registration information to:

Vision 2008 Conference Secretariat 

c/o Opus 3 inc., 417 Saint-Pierre Street, Suite 203

Montréal (Québec) H2Y 2M4 - Canada 

Telephone: (514) 395-1808

Fax: (514) 395-1801

Registration: vision2008-reg@opus3.com

Scientific program: ask_iris@vision2008.ca
General information: vision2008@opus3.com
Accommodations

Many rooms have been set aside at special rates in the hotels listed in this section to accommodate everyone attending Vision 2008.

Special rates are available only for reservations made through the Housing Bureau VISION 2008. 
Summer is a very busy period in Montréal. We suggest you reserve your room before June 13, 2008.
 To make your reservation, you may either:

1. visit the Conference website, Accommodation section at www.vision2008.ca and fill out the on-line Housing Reservation Form.

Or
2. Call directly the Housing Bureau 
VISION 2008 at: 

+1 514 844 6771 / +1 888 722 2220 
Upon completion of your reservation request, the Housing Bureau will e-mail or fax you a room assignment notice. A confirmation from the hotel will follow. 

NOTE 1: All reservation requests must be accompanied by a deposit equivalent to a one-night rate. Room rates indicated are based on single and double occupancy per night. Breakfast is only included where specified. 

NOTE 2: If you need to reserve a room prior to July 6, 2008, please contact the Housing Bureau VISION 2008 directly. 

Cancellation of hotel accommodation

The cancellation and refund policy for hotel accommodation will be described in the reservation confirmation sent by each hotel individually.

Hotels

The InterContinental Hotel  
Ideally located in Old Montréal, a five-minute walk to the city’s downtown core and across the street from the Palais des congrès de Montréal, InterContinental’s unique Victorian Nordheimer building offers excellent leisure facilities.

Distance from the Palais des congrès 
de Montréal: 2 min. walk 

Room Rate: CAD 189.

Delta Centre-Ville 

This strikingly modern 28-story hotel is located in downtown Montréal, where Old Montréal and the new international business district meet. It is located near the Palais des congrès de Montréal, the IATA and ICAO. 
Distance from the Palais des congrès
de Montréal: 5 min. walk 

Room Rate : CAD 184.


Hyatt Regency Montréal 
The Hyatt Regency Montréal is the Conference Headquarters and is one of the few Montréal hotels that offer direct underground access to the Palais des congrès de Montréal. It is also within walking distance of Old Montréal, Chinatown and the trendiest restaurants. It features 605 handsomely appointed guest rooms and suites with spectacular views of downtown Montréal. 

Distance from the Palais des congrès

de Montréal: 5 min. walk 

Room Rate : CAD 175.

Holiday Inn Select Centre-Ville 
Across the street from the Palais des congrès de Montréal and only steps away from the Old City, this hotel is the perfect location for business and leisure travelers alike. The hotel’s architectural design reminds of Oriental splendors and ancient Feng Shui principles have been applied in its design. 
Distance from the Palais des congrès
de Montréal: 2 min. walk 

Room Rate : CAD 187.


Days Inn Centre-Ville 

Days Inn Montréal Downtown offers an intimate and inviting atmosphere with tastefully decorated guestrooms at the heart of the city. Great shopping and boutiques, restaurants and nightlife within easy walking distance. 

Distance from the Palais des congrès de Montréal: 10 min. walk and 5 min. by taxi 
Room Rate : CAD 142.


Le Roberval  
Located in the heart of the city, Le Roberval Hotel & Suites offers modern accommodation, just steps away from Old Montréal and the Quartier Latin. Its rooms, suites or apartments will satisfy the needs of business travelers and tourists alike.

Distance from the Palais des congrès de Montréal: 15 min. walk and 5 min. by taxi 
Room Rate : CAD 110.

Travelodge  
Hotel Travelodge Montréal Centre is known for its great downtown location, in the heart of the festivals. Steps away from Old Montréal and the Old Port, the financial district, the Palais des congrès de Montréal and all the major tourist attractions.

Distance from the Palais des congrès de Montréal: 5 min. walk
Room Rate : CAD 129.

Continental breakfast included.

Résidences de l’UQAM (University residence)

Conveniently located in one of the most exciting quarters of Montréal, the UQAM residence is located on campus, steps away from Chinatown and Old Montréal, the Métro and the underground city. A café on the premises for your convenience.

Distance from the Palais des congrès de Montréal: 15 min. walk and 5 min. by taxi 
Room Rate : CAD 69.30.

General information

The meeting place

VISION 2008 will take place at the Palais des congrès de Montréal, located in the downtown area.

Palais des congrès de Montréal

201 Viger Av. West / 1001 De Bleury St.
Montréal QC  H2Z 1X7 Canada


Tel.:  + 1 514 871 8122 / 1 800 268 8122

www.congresmtl.com
The Palais has two entrances, one located on Viger Avenue, the other on De Bleury Street. Please follow the signs to Viger Hall for the Vision 2008 Conference. The Palais is a non-smoking environment. Easy access by bus and metro (Place-d’Armes Station) or by foot from downtown and Old Montréal hotels.

Accessible documents

If you need information in accessible format, please contact the Conference Secretariat.

Si vous souhaitez obtenir des documents en format adapté, veuillez contacter le Secrétariat de la Conférence.

Official language

The VISION 2008 official language is English. However, all plenary sessions will be translated simultaneously into French. There will also be a room dedicated to presentations in French with simultaneous translation into English. 
Veuillez noter que la langue officielle de VISION 2008 est l’anglais. Toutefois, la traduction simultanée des sessions plénières vers le français sera offerte. Il y aura également une salle réservée aux présentations en français avec traduction simultanée vers l’anglais.
Si vous souhaitez obtenir des documents en français, veuillez communiquer avec nous. Nous nous ferons un plaisir de vous envoyer la version française de ce document en format PDF.

Accessibility 

A committee of experts was set up in order to ensure accessibility of Vision 2008 to all participants. Its recommendations will help improve access to all areas inside the Palais des congrès de Montréal as well as the surrounding environment and transportation. Accessibility of accommodations and information is also beeing examined. Information will be made available in accessible formats whenever possible at the Palais des congrès, hotels and restaurants.
Members of the Vision 2008Accessibility Committee

Line Lemay, Orientation and Mobility Specialist,

Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille

Yolanta Niklewicz, Orientation and Mobility Specialist,

Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille 

Madeleine Fortin, Orientation and Mobility Specialist,

MAB – Mackay Rehabilitation Centre

Pierre Ferland, Clinical activities specialist,

Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille

Serge Poulin, Development officer,

Regroupement des aveugles et des  amblyopes du Montréal métropolitain

Pierre Rondeau,

Director of Rehabilitation Services,
Institut Nazareth et Louis-Braille

Official Airline Carrier

The Star Alliance Members have been appointed as the Official Airline Network for the 9th International Conference on Low Vision. Details and conditions on Star AllianceTM Convention Plus discounts can be obtained by contacting your local participating airline. Remember to quote the VISION 2008 Event Code: AC004S8.

When making your travel plans, please present confirmation of your registration or proof of attendance and ensure that the Event Code is listed on your ticket.  

VISION 2008 Participating Airlines: ANA, Air Canada, Asiana Airlines, Austrian Airlines, LOT Polish Airlines, Lufthansa, SWISS International Air Lines, Scandinavian Airlines, South African Airways, Spanair, TAP Portugal, United.

For further information, please visit:
www.staralliance.com/conventionsplus

Airport

For more information about the Montréal-Pierre-Elliott-Trudeau International Airport, we invite you to visit the website at www.admtl.com. Rate for a taxi from Montréal-Pierre-Elliot-Trudeau to Downtown Montréal: CAD 35.

Banks

Banks are open from Monday to Friday from 10:00 to 17:00 and sometimes on Saturdays. You will find automated teller machines almost everywhere. Please note that most tellers will charge a transaction fee of approximately CAD 1.50.

Car rental

Cars can be rented in Montréal from local or international companies. Average cost per day for a medium-sized car is CAD 85. All cars are left-hand drive. Most hotels in Montréal offer parking space for CAD 20 a day.
Currency exchange

Currency units are dollars and cents. Canadian notes are: $100, $50, $20, $10, $5. Coins are: $2, $1, $.25, $.10, $.05, $.01. You will find many exchange offices in and around downtown Montréal. The one nearest to the Conference venue is:

Bureau De Change Universel Inc.
380, Saint-Antoine W. Street
Montréal QC  H2Y 3X7

Disclaimer

The Conference Organizers* cannot be held responsible for any losses incurred by participants in the event of labor disruptions or cancellation of the Conference. The program was correct at the time of printing, but organizers reserve the right to alter it if deemed necessary.

Electricity

Electrical outlets in Canada provide the same current as in the United States i.e. 110 volts (60 cycles). If you are traveling from Europe or elsewhere, you will need an adapter to use small appliances designed for a different standard (220/240 V).
Facilities for disabled persons

If you require specific facilities, please refer to the Accessibility Section of this program or notify the Secretariat at vision2008@opus3.com.
Health

Vaccination is not required.

Health insurance & hospitals

Canadian hospitals and medical services are excellent. The vast majority of hospitals are publicly managed and rates are set by provincial and hospital authorities. Hospital care for non-residents of Canada is charged at a daily rate or on the basis of the medical condition and length of stay. Charges vary from province to province and from hospital to hospital, but generally range from CAD 1,000 to CAD 2,000 a day. It is therefore important to obtain travel health insurance before leaving home, since it is possible that your regular health insurance does not include coverage outside your country of residence.

Insurance

It is strongly recommended that participants take out adequate travel and health insurance prior to commencement of travel. Further information can be obtained from your travel agent.

Liability

The Conference Organizers* shall not be held liable for personal accidents or losses or damage to private property of registered Conference participants. Participants should make their own arrangements with respect to personal insurance.

Passport and visas (for US visitors and visitors
from other countries)

If you are visiting Canada, a valid passport is necessary. It is the responsibility of the visitor, before entering Canada, to ensure that he or she has the necessary documents, including those for entry into another country or re-entry into his or her own country.

Program

A complete up-to-date program will be available at the time of registration on-site.

Tipping

Service is not included in restaurants and it is customary to add a 15% tip to the total. (A quick way to calculate the appropriate tip amount is to add the two taxes that appear at the bottom of your bill. It works out to roughly 15%). If you are with a group, 15% for service may be automatically added to your bill. Just ask when you are not sure if tip is included. Taxi drivers, hairdressers, etc. are also normally tipped 15%. Bellhops, porters, doormen, etc. generally receive at least CAD 1 per suitcase or per service rendered. Coffee and food counters often have a tip cup next to the cash register; spare change is always appreciated. 

Weather

The weather in Montréal in July is usually sunny with an average temperature of 20º C (maximum: 26º C, minimum: 16º C). Montrealers like to take advantage of the fine weather to enjoy the numerous outdoor cafés and restaurants open from morning to the middle of the night.

*Conference Organizers include the Organizing Committee and the Professional Conference Organizer.

Looking forward to seeing you

in Montréal in July 2008
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